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Book "Reviews. 



The People's Bible History. Prepared in the light of recent investigations by 
some of the foremost thinkers in Europe and America : Illustrated copi- 
ously and beautifully and accompanied by portraits of the several 
authors. Edited by Rev. George C. Lorimer, D.D., with an introduction 
by Rt. Hon. W. E. Gladstone, M.P. Chicago : The Henry O. Shepard 
Co., 1895. 4to., pp. 1 24 1. 
This much heralded book is a sumptuous affair from the point of view of 
printer and binder. Its paper is thick and lustrous ; the type large and 
clear ; the press work admirable ; the engravings and wood cuts well chosen 
and executed. As a parlor decoration or library ornament it bears com- 
parison with any other achievement of the publisher's skill that has appeared 
in recent years. 

This is not all. There is not a little good work put into the book. Of 
course fully half of the writers have no scholarly position entitling their 
words to authority. The names that attract a scholar are the following: 
Professor Sayce, Professor Curtiss, Dean Farrar, Professor Beet, Professor 
C. R. Gregory. Names standing in a somewhat different circle, but yet in a 
sense attracting attention from the student are : Mr. Gladstone, Dr. E. E. 
Hale, Professor Wilkinson, Dr. J. Monro Gibson, though none of these gen- 
tlemen is writing on a subject which has hitherto engaged his chief activity. 
The other writers may be excellent compilers, clear thinkers, good narrators, 
but one cannot feel that their work has added anything to the special useful- 
ness of the volume. 

The book contains the narratives of the Bible retold in modern style with 
instructive and edifying comments. The line followed in the progress of the 
story is chronological. The material is rearranged from the historical point 
of view. Such a plan is eminently desirable. Its achievement in these pages 
deserves considerable praise. No one of the "people" for whom it is pre- 
pared can read the matter furnished here without a larger and more accurate 
knowledge of the Bible and the history of which it is the record, without a 
broader view of the character and purpose of the Sacred Volume, and with- 
out a deeper sense of spiritual enlightenment and elevation. The editor, Dr. 
Lorimer, in his organization of this volume, has done the cause of popular reli- 
gion and of popular biblical knowledge great service. 

The matter contained in the book cannot be exhaustively surveyed here. 
We can only point out some characteristics of it : 

(1) Much liberality is displayed in the attitude toward biblical criticism 
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and in the interpretation of difficult and disputed points. For example, the 
analysis of the Pentateuch is considered by the editor as a not unreasonable 
idea and it is definitely accepted by more than one of the writers. Again the 
moral difficulties of the Old Testament are fairly faced, and the view is pre- 
sented that they are best explained on the basis of a low moral state in Israel. 
The standing still of the sun and moon is dismissed as no miracle but as con- 
tained in a poem never intended to be taken literally. Uzzah is "struck by 
lightning." Again the narratives of the birth and infancy of Jesus are said 
to be both truth and poetry. Other positions similarly broad and in har- 
mony with the best scholarship are taken and might be mentioned did space 
permit. 

(2) On the other hand there are some extraordinary inaccuracies of detail 
in a book professing to be "prepared in the light of recent investigations." 
Some of the more " popular " clerical writers in the volume have done a good 
deal of cramming in preparation for these tasks, and the material has not 
had time to undergo a process of digestion. The literature on which they 
have depended is secondhand, and the results are in some cases amusing. 
Dr. Geikie's " Hours with the Bible " has formed the staple on which several 
of our authors have drawn and without acquaintance with Dr. Geikie's author- 
ities they have sometimes gone astray. We call attention to the results of 
a hasty survey of some parts of the Old Testament History as rewritten by 
Drs. Capen, Gunsaulus, Pentecost, MacArthur, Bristol and others, and sug- 
gest some revision in future editions. In ethnological matters we hear of 
the "Indo-Hindus; "Hyksos is made equivalent to Hittite; Canaanite to 
Phoenician; Phoenician to Hittite; and all are "Turanian" or "Hamite.' 
Dr. Pentecost's treatment of the "table of nations" is absurd. In chronol- 
ogy, Abraham goes down into Egypt under the Hyksos kings ; Solomon is 
made contemporaneous with Homer and Cheops (!); or, again the Mesha 
stone was written before Homer; Zephaniah, Habakkuk and Obadiah are 
prophets of the exile ; Malachi is the last word of revelation. In historical 
matters may be noted the following errors : Jeroboam I. favored Shishak's 
invasion ; the latter's army was chiefly Ethiopian ; Pul and Tiglath Pileser 
are two different persons; Sennacherib carried off two million (!) Samaritans 
into captivity; Tyre was captured by Nebuchadnezzar in 577; the last king 
of Assyria was Assur-ebil-ili. Amusing identifications are Cyaxares with 
Ahasuerus, and the Pseudo-Smerdis with Artaxerxes. Some misprints are 
Barsippa, for Borsippa ; Koning, perhaps for Konig. Of some examples of 
ignorance, perhaps the most glaring, are the high encomium given to Sen- 
nacherib by Mr. Bristol, and the worthless description of Egyptian and Baby- 
lonian religion, swarming with errors, from Dr. Pentecost. The latter 
writer argues at great length for the immense antiquity of the Book of Job, 
while as to the Book of Daniel Professor Sayce regards it as proved to be 
Maccabaean and another writer argues strenuously for its origin in the time 
which it describes. 
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In a heterogeneous mass of material from so many writers one must 
expect diversity of opinion about disputed points. It should have been 
possible to avoid errors in matters of fact, however, and the work of these 
unlearned compilers should not have been allowed to stand beside that of 
Professors Sayce, Beet, Curtiss and the others without having undergone a 
careful revision under the hand of a competent scholar. G. S. G. 



Demon Possession and Allied Themes, being an inductive study of Phenom- 
ena of our own time. By Rev. John L. Nevius, D.D., for forty years 
a missionary to the Chinese, with an Introduction by Rev. F. F. Ellin- 
wood, D.D. Fleming H. Revell Company, New York and Chicago, 1894. 
Pp. X. + 482. 

There are two classes of persons to whom the question of the nature of 
the phenomena of demoniacal possession as recorded in the New Testament pre- 
sents no difficulty. There are those who hold it as a consequence of the authority 
of Christ and of the inspiration of the New Testament that every statement 
of the gospels and all the implications thereof are strictly true. They believe 
therefore that neither on the part of Christ nor of the New Testament writers can 
there be either accommodation to the current conceptions of their day (on 
many matters of course imperfect or incorrect, as is true in greater or less 
degree of the popular ideas, not to say the scientific " certainties " of every age 
thus far), or any degree of participation in those ideas except so far as they 
were true. Such persons of course find in the New Testament clear evidence 
that the demons were actual spiritual entities, that acquired a certain degree 
of control over the bodies of men, and even in some cases of animals, to the 
great damage and discomfort of the possessed. There are others, some of 
them materialists, some very far from accepting the materialistic philosophy, 
yet both alike so far influenced by the trend of modern discovery showing 
that many phenomena formerly attributed to the activity of demons, etc., are 
simply cases of brain disease, as to accept the conclusion that all phenomena 
apparently due to demoniacal influence, so far as they are not pure pretense or 
illusion, are the result wholly of an abnormal physical condition upon the part 
of the subject. 

These two classes of persons find no difficulty with demoniacal possession. 
But there are those to whom the matter is not so simple. On the one hand 
the a priori argument concerning the nature of the New Testament testimony 
is not wholly convincing. It seems to them necessary to determine the pre- 
cise nature of inspiration and the possible extent of accommodation from the 
ascertained facts rather to determine beforehand what these must be on any 
a priori grounds. On the other hand they remember that there is on record a 
great multitude of psychic phenomena, both from times long gone by and 
from our own day, some of which have certain elements closely resembling 
those of demonism, and many of which have as yet been but very imperfectly 



